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Lawsuits against 
Trump over Jan. 
6 riot can move 
forward, appeals 
court rules 


By Alanna Durkin Richer 
and Eric Tucker 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Law- 
suits against Donald Trump 
over the U.S. Capitol riot 
can move forward, a fed- 
eral appeals court ruled on 
Friday, rejecting the former 
president's bid to dismiss 
the cases accusing him of 
inciting the violent mob on 
Jan. 6, 2021. 
The U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the D.C. Circuit court 
knocked 
down 
Trump's 
sweeping claims that presi- 
dential 
immunity 
shields 
him from liability in the law- 
suits brought by Democrat- 
ic lawmakers and police 
officers. 


Continued on Page 2 
Rioters at the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, in Washington. 
(AP Photo/John Minchillo, File) 
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Lawsuits against Trump over Jan. 6 riot can move forward, appeals 
court rules 


Continued from Front 


But the three-judge pan- 
el said the 2024 Republi- 
can presidential primary 
frontrunner can continue 
to fight, as the cases pro- 
ceed, to try to prove that 
his actions were taken in his 
official capacity as presi- 
dent. 
Trump has said he can't 
be sued over the riot that 


left dozens of police offic- 
ers injured, arguing that his 
words during a rally before 
the storming of the Capi- 
tol addressed “matters of 
public concern” and fall 
within the scope of abso- 
lute presidential immunity. 
The decision comes as 
Trump’s lawyers are argu- 
ing he is also immune from 
prosecution in the separate 
criminal case brought by 


special counsel Jack Smith 
that accuses Trump of il- 
legally plotting to overturn 
his election loss to President 
Joe Biden. Smith's team has 
signaled that it will make 
the case at trial that Trump 
is responsible for the vio- 
lence at the Capitol and 
point to Trump’s continued 
embrace of the Jan. 6 riot- 
ers on the campaign trail to 
argue that he intended for 


the chaos that day. 
Friday's ruling underscores 
the 
challenges 
facing 
Trump as he tries to per- 
suade courts, and poten- 
tially juries, that the ac- 
tions he took in the run-up 
to the riot were part of his 
official duties as president. 
The judge presiding over his 
election subversion crimi- 
nal trial, Tanya Chutkan, 
also rejected that claim in 
an order released Friday 
night. While courts have 
afforded presidents broad 
immunity for their official 
acts, the judges made 
clear that that protection 
does not cover just any 
act or speech undertaken 
by a president. A president 
running for a second term, 
for example, is not carry- 
ing out the official duties of 
the presidency when he is 
speaking at a rally funded 
by his reelection campaign 
or attends a private fund- 
raiser, the appeals court 
said. 
"He is acting as office- 
seeker, not office-holder 
— no less than are the per- 
sons running against him 
when they take precisely 
the same actions in their 
competing campaigns to 
attain precisely the same 
office,” Judge Sri Srinivasan 
wrote for the court. 
But the court said its deci- 


sion is not necessarily the 
final word on the issue 
of presidential immunity, 
leaving the door open for 
Trump to keep fighting the 
issue. And it took pains to 
note that it was not being 
asked to evaluate whether 
Trump was responsible for 
the riot or should be held 
to account in court. It also 
said Trump could still seek 
to argue that his actions 
were protected by the First 
Amendment — a claim 
he’s also made in his pend- 
ing criminal case — or cov- 
ered by other privileges. 
“When these cases move 
forward in the district court, 
he must be afforded the 
opportunity to develop his 
own facts on the immunity 
question if he desires to 
show that he took the ac- 
tions alleged in the com- 
plaints in his official capac- 
ity as president rather than 
in his unofficial capacity as 
a candidate,” the court 
said. Trump could ask the 
full appeals court to take 
up the matter or go to the 
U.S. Supreme Court. A law- 
yer for Trump, Jesse Binnall, 
did not immediately return 
a phone message seeking 
comment on the ruling. A 
Trump campaign spokes- 
person called the deci- 
sion “limited, narrow and 
procedural.”q 


Republican presidential candidate and former President Donald 
Trump speaks during a rally Nov. 18, 2023, in Fort Dodge, Iowa. 
(AP Photo/Bryon Houlgrave, File) 
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US Navy says it will cost $1.5M to salvage jet plane that crashed 
on Hawaii coral reef 


Associated Press 
HONOLULU (AP) — The U.S. 
Navy estimates it will cost 
$1.5 million to salvage a jet 
plane that crashed on a 
coral reef in Hawaii nearly 
two weeks ago, officials 
said Saturday. 
Navy spokesman Moham- 
mad Issa said the salvage 
efforts are focused on pro- 
tecting the environment 
and safely recovering the 
aircraft in a way that re- 
tains its combat capabil- 
ity. He said $200,000 has 
already been spent on the 
operation. 
The Navy plans to use inflat- 
able cylinders to lift and roll 
the jet plane off the reef 
where it crashed on Nov. 
20. 
The P-8A, the military’s ver- 
sion of a Boeing 737 jet, 
slammed 
into 
an 
envi- 
ronmentally sensitive bay 
about 10 miles (16 kilome- 
ters) from Honolulu when 
it overshot the runway at 
Marine Corps Base Hawaii. 
None of the nine people 
on board were injured. The 
cause of the crash is under 
investigation. 
Rear Adm. Kevin Lenox, 


the commander of Carrier 
Strike Group 3 who is lead- 
ing the salvage effort, said 
Friday he is confident the 
operation can be carried 
out without further damag- 
ing the reef. 
The Navy released under- 
water video on Wednes- 
day showing the aircraft's 


landing gear wheels resting 
on parts of crushed coral 
and much of the rest of the 
plane floating above the 
reef in Kaneohe Bay. 
A Navy team has removed 
nearly all of the estimated 
2,000 gallons (7,500 liters) of 
fuel from the aircraft. 
Hawaii state officials are 


due to examine the reef for 
damage once the plane is 
removed. 
Kaneohe Bay is home to 
coral reefs and a range of 
marine life, from sharks to 
octopus and fish. The area 
hosts an ancient Hawaiian 
fishpond being restored by 
community groups. 


Contractors performed a 
similar feat when they re- 
moved a barge weighing 
1,000 tons (907 metric tons) 
from 
sensitive 
seagrass 
habitat in the Outer Banks 
of North Carolina after Hur- 
ricane Florence in 2015. 
The plane weighs about 60 
tons (54 metric tons). 
The Navy considered float- 
ing the jet within range of a 
crane on the runway and 
then lifting the plane onto 
land. But Lenox said the 
inflatable cylinder option 
was the safer method, was 
expected to have little to 
no effect on the coral and 
would not impact the air- 
craft. The jet is in good con- 
dition and the Navy hopes 
to get it flying again, Lenox 
said. The Navy uses the 
P-8A to search for subma- 
rines and conduct surveil- 
lance and reconnaissance. 
The Boeing-made plane is 
assigned to Patrol Squad- 
ron 4 stationed at Whid- 
bey Island in Washington 
state. A separate crew 
from Whidbey Island has 
deployed to Hawaii to take 
over the squadron’s patrol 
missions near Hawaii.q 


Contractors place inflatable bags under a U.S. Navy P-8A in Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii, Friday, Dec. 1, 
2023, so they can float the aircraft over the water and onto land. 
(AP Photo/Audrey McAvoy) 


Authorities identify suspect in killing of 3 homeless men in Los Angeles 


Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — A Los 
Angeles man already in 
custody in connection with 
another shooting investiga- 
tion has been identified as 
the suspect in three recent 
killings of homeless men, 
police said Saturday. 
Los Angeles Police Chief 
Michel Moore said Jer- 
rid Joseph Powell, 33, was 
identified as the suspect in 
the three killings after au- 
thorities determined a fire- 
arm found in a vehicle he 
was driving when he was 
arrested earlier was linked 
to the shootings. 
Powell was arrested this 
week by Los Angeles sher- 
iff's deputies for investiga- 
tion of the shooting death 
and robbery of a 42-year- 
old man late Tuesday after 
he returned to his home in 
the community of San Di- 
mas about 30 miles (48 kilo- 
meters) east of downtown 


Los Angeles. 
The announcement came 
a day after Los Angeles 
authorities said they were 
searching for a suspect 
in the shootings of three 
homeless men and urged 
homeless individuals to not 
sleep alone for their own 
safety. The shootings took 
place at the end of No- 
vember during early morn- 
ing hours while the victims 
were sleeping or preparing 
to turn in for the night. 
Jose 
Bolanos, 
37, 
was 
found dead with a gunshot 
wound around 3 a.m. on 
Nov. 26 in an alley in South 
Los Angeles, police said. 
The following day, Mark 
Diggs, 62, was shot and 
killed while pushing a shop- 
ping cart around 5 a.m. 
near downtown, accord- 
ing to officials. The third 
homeless 
shooting 
oc- 
curred Wednesday about 
2:30 a.m. in the Lincoln 


Heights area, where the 
body of a 52-year-old man 
was found. Police did not 
immediately identify him 
pending 
notification 
of 
family. 
Los Angeles County is the 
nation’s 
most 
populous, 
with about 10 million peo- 
ple, and was home to more 
than one in five of the na- 
tion’s homeless people, ac- 
cording to a 2022 federal 
tally. As of January, the last 
official count, more than 
75,000 people were home- 
less across the county on 
any given night. 
After the San Dimas shoot- 
ing, detectives identified 
Powell's 
vehicle 
through 
surveillance footage and 
tracked it to the city of 
Beverly Hills, where police 
stopped him Wednesday 
and found the firearm in- 
side, authorities said. 
“I am grateful that this sus- 
pect in this case is in custo- 


dy and no longer a threat 
to this community,” Moore 
told reporters. 
It was not immediately pos- 
sible to identify an attorney 
for Powell, who is due to 
appear in court Monday. 
Online jail records show he 
was arrested Thursday and 


is being held on $2 million 
bail. 
Moore asked the public 
to come forward with any 
additional information. He 
said authorities did not be- 
lieve there was any con- 
nection between Powell 
and the victims.q 


Beverly Hills Police Chief Mark Stainbrook, left, Mayor Karen Bass 
and Los Angeles Police Chief Michel Moore announce the arrest 
of a suspect in three recent killings of homeless men, Saturday, 
Dec. 2, 2023, in Los Angeles. 
(AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes) 
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Lacking counselors, US schools turn to the booming business of 
online therapy 


By Jocelyn Gecker 
Associated Press 
Trouble with playground 
bullies started for Maria 
Ishoo’s daughter in elemen- 
tary school. Girls ganged 
up, calling her “fat” and 
“ugly.” Boys tripped and 
pushed her. The California 
mother watched her typi- 
cally bubbly second-grad- 
er retreat into her bedroom 
and 
spend 
afternoons 
curled up in bed. 
For Valerie Aguirre’s daugh- 
ter in Hawaii, a spate of 
middle school “friend dra- 
ma” escalated into vio- 
lence and online bullying 
that left the 12-year-old 
feeling disconnected and 
lonely. 
Both children received help 
through telehealth thera- 
py, a service that schools 
around the country are of- 
fering in response to soar- 
ing mental health struggles 
among American youth. 
Now at least 16 of the 20 
largest U.S. public school 
districts are offering online 
therapy sessions to reach 
millions of students, accord- 
ing to an analysis by The As- 
sociated Press. In those dis- 
tricts alone, schools have 
signed provider contracts 
worth more than $70 mil- 
lion. 
The 
growth 
reflects 
a 
booming 
new 
business 
born from America’s youth 
mental health crisis, which 
has proven so lucrative 
that 
venture 
capitalists 
are funding a new crop of 
school teletherapy com- 
panies. Some experts raise 
concerns about the qual- 
ity of care offered by fast- 
growing tech companies. 
As schools cope with short- 
ages of in-person practitio- 
ners, however, educators 
say teletherapy works for 
many kids, and it’s meeting 
a massive need. For rural 
schools and lower-income 
students in particular, it has 
made therapy easier to ac- 
cess. Schools let students 
connect with online coun- 
selors during the school day 
or after hours from home. 
“This is how we can prevent 
people from falling through 
the cracks,” said Ishoo, a 
mother of two in Lancaster, 
California. 


Ishoo recalls standing at her 
second-grader's bedroom 
door last year and wish- 
ing she could get through 
to her. “What’s wrong?” 
the mother would ask. The 
response made her heart 
heavy: 
“It’s 
NOTHING, 
Mom.” 
Last spring, her school dis- 
trict launched a telethera- 
py program and she signed 
up her daughter. During a 
month of weekly sessions, 
the girl logged in from her 
bedroom and opened up 
to a therapist who gave her 
coping tools and breath- 
ing techniques to reduce 
anxiety. The therapist told 
her daughter: You are in 
charge of your own emo- 
tions. Don’t give anyone 
else that control. 
“She learned that it’s OK to 
ask for help, and sometimes 
everyone needs some ex- 
tra help,” Ishoo said. 
The 13,000-student school 
system, like so many others, 
has counselors and psy- 
chologists on staff, but not 
enough to meet the need, 
said Trish Wilson, the Lan- 
caster district’s coordinator 
of counselors. 
Therapists in the area have 
full caseloads, making it im- 
possible to refer students for 
immediate care, she said. 
But students can schedule 
a virtual session within days. 
“Our preference is to pro- 


vide our students in-person 
therapy. Obviously, that’s 
not always possible,” said 
Wilson, whose district has 
referred more than 325 stu- 
dents to over 800 sessions 
since launching the online 
therapy program. 
Students and their par- 
ents said in interviews they 
turned to teletherapy after 
struggling with feelings of 
sadness, loneliness, aca- 
demic stress and anxiety. 
For many, the transition 
back to in-person school 
after 
distance 
learning 
was traumatic. Friendships 
had fractured, social skills 
deteriorated and tempers 
flared more easily. 
Schools are footing the bill, 
many of them using feder- 
al pandemic relief money 
as experts have warned 
of alarming rates of youth 
depression, anxiety and sui- 
cide. Many school districts 
are signing contracts with 
private companies. Oth- 
ers are working with local 
health care providers, non- 
profits or state programs. 
Mental health experts wel- 
come the extra support but 
caution about potential 
pitfalls. For one, it’s getting 
harder to hire school coun- 
selors and psychologists, 
and competition with tele- 
health providers isn't help- 
ing. 
“We have 44 counselor 


vacancies, and telehealth 
definitely impacts our abil- 
ity to fill them,” said Do- 
reen Hogans, supervisor of 
school counseling in Prince 
George’s County, Mary- 
land. 
Hogans 
estimates 
20% of school counselors 
who left have taken tele- 
therapy jobs, which offer 
more flexible hours. 
The rapid growth of the 
companies 
raises 
ques- 
tions about the qualifica- 
tions of the therapists, their 
experience with children 
and privacy protocols, said 
Kevin Dahill-Fuchel, execu- 
tive director of Counseling 
in Schools, a nonprofit that 
helps schools bolster tra- 
ditional, in-person mental 
health services. 
“As we give these young 
people access to tele- 
health, I want to hear how 
all these other bases are 
covered,” he said. 
One of the biggest provid- 
ers, San Francisco-based 
Hazel Health, started with 
telemedicine health servic- 
es in schools in 2016 and ex- 
panded to mental health 
in May 2021, CEO Josh 
Golomb said. It now em- 
ploys more than 300 clini- 
cians providing teletherapy 
in over 150 school districts in 
15 states. 
The rapid expansions mean 
millions of dollars in reve- 
nue for Hazel. This year, the 


company signed a $24 mil- 
lion contract with Los An- 
geles County to offer tele- 
therapy services to 1.3 mil- 
lion students for two years. 
Other clients include Ha- 
waii, which is paying Hazel 
nearly $4 million over three 
years to work with its public 
schools, and Clark County 
schools in the Las Vegas 
area, which have allocat- 
ed $3.25 million for Hazel- 
provided teletherapy. The 
districts 
of 
Miami-Dade, 
Prince George’s and Hous- 
ton schools also have part- 
nered with Hazel. 
Despite the giant con- 
tracts, Golomb said Hazel 
is focused on ensuring child 
welfare outweighs the bot- 
tom line. 
“We have the ethos of a 
nonprofit 
company 
but 
we’re using a private-sec- 
tor mechanism to reach 
as many kids as we can,” 
Golomb said. Hazel raised 
$51.5 million in venture cap- 
ital funding in 2022 that fu- 
eled its expansion. “Do we 
have any concerns about 
any compromise in qual- 
ity? The resounding answer 
is no.” 
Other providers are get- 
ting into the space. In No- 
vember, New York City 
launched a free telehealth 
therapy service for teens to 
help eliminate barriers to 
access, said Ashwin Vasan, 
the city's health commis- 
sioner. New York is paying 
the startup TalkSpace $26 
million over three years for 
a service allowing teens 
aged 13 to 17 to down- 
load an app and connect 
with licensed therapists by 
phone, video or text. 
“I truly hope this normal- 
izes and democratizes ac- 
cess to mental health care 
for our young people,” 
Vasan said. Many of Ha- 
waii’s referrals come from 
schools in rural or remote 
areas. Student clients have 
increased sharply in Maui 
since the deadly August 
wildfires, said Fern Yoshida, 
who oversees teletherapy 
for the state education 
department. So far this fall, 
students have logged 2,047 
teletherapy visits, a three- 
fold 
increase 
from 
the 
same period last year.q 


Notes from students expressing support and sharing coping strategies paper a wall, as members 
of the Miami Arts Studio mental health club raise awareness on World Mental Health Day, Tuesday, 
Oct. 10, 2023, at Miami Arts Studio, a public 6th-12th grade magnet school, in Miami. 
(AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell) 
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After visiting Israel and Ramallah, the ICC prosecutor says he will 
intensify investigations 


By Mike Corder 
Associated Press 
THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
(AP) — The chief prosecu- 
tor 
of 
the 
International 
Criminal Court rounded off 
a historic first visit to Israel 
and Ramallah by posting 
video and written messag- 
es on Sunday, saying that 
a probe by the court into 
possible crimes by Hamas 
militants and Israeli forces 
“is a priority for my office.” 
In a video message from 
Ramallah, where he met 
with top Palestinian lead- 
ers, Prosecutor Karim Khan 
said the investigation that 
was launched in 2021 is 
"moving forward at pace, 
with rigor, with determina- 
tion and with an insistence 
that we act not on emotion 
but on solid evidence.” 
There have been wide- 
spread claims of breach- 
es of international law by 
Hamas and Israeli forces 
since war erupted after 
the deadly Oct. 7 attacks 
by Hamas and other mili- 
tants that killed about 1,200 
people, mostly civilians, in 
southern Israel. Around 240 
people were taken hos- 
tage. 
The 
Health 
Ministry 
in 
Hamas-ruled 
Gaza 
said 
Saturday that the overall 
death toll in the strip since 
the start of the war had sur- 
passed 15,200. The ministry 
does not differentiate be- 
tween civilian and combat- 


ant deaths, but it said 70% 
of the dead were women 
and children. It said more 
than 40,000 people had 
been wounded since the 
war began. 
Khan said in a written state- 
ment issued after his visit 
that he witnessed “scenes 
of calculated cruelty” at 
locations of the Oct. 7 at- 
tacks. During the visit, he 
spoke to family members of 
Israeli victims and called for 
the immediate and uncon- 
ditional release of hostages 
taken by Hamas and other 
militants. 
“The attacks against inno- 


cent Israeli civilians on Oct. 7 
represent some of the most 
serious international crimes 
that shock the conscience 
of humanity, crimes which 
the ICC was established to 
address,” Khan said in his 
written statement, adding 
that he and his prosecutors 
are working “to hold those 
responsible to account.” 
In a statement released by 
the Forum for Hostages and 
Missing Families Forum, the 
families thanked Khan “for 
the extraordinary decision 
to come and stand by the 
families in the aftermath of 
the horrors perpetrated by 


Hamas in Israel on Oct. 7 
and the continued deten- 
tion of hostages. We ex- 
pect him to work to bring 
Hamas terrorists to justice 
for crimes against humanity 
and genocide.” 
Khan said he is ready to en- 
gage with local prosecu- 
tors in line with the principle 
of complementarity — the 
ICC is a court of last resort 
set up to prosecute war 
crimes when local courts 
cannot or will not take ac- 
tion. Israel is not a member 
state of the court and does 
not recognize its jurisdic- 
tion. 


Khan also visited Palestin- 
ian officials in Ramallah, 
including President Mah- 
moud Abbas, and spoke 
to Palestinian victims. He 
said of the war in Gaza that 
fighting in “densely popu- 
lated areas where fighters 
are alleged to be unlaw- 
fully embedded in the civil- 
ian population is inherently 
complex, but international 
humanitarian law must still 
apply and the Israeli military 
knows the law that must be 
applied.” 
He said that Israel “has 
trained lawyers who ad- 
vise commanders and a 
robust system intended to 
ensure compliance with 
international humanitarian 
law. Credible allegations 
of crimes during the current 
conflict should be the sub- 
ject of timely, independent 
examination and investiga- 
tion.” 
In his video message, Khan 
also said that humanitarian 
aid must be allowed into 
Gaza. 
“In Gaza, it is not accept- 
able — there’s no justifica- 
tion — for doctors to per- 
form 
operations 
without 
light, for children to be op- 
erated upon without anes- 
thetics," he said. "Imagine 
the pain of operations on 
children, on anybody, on 
any of us, without anesthet- 
ics. I also emphasized that 
Hamas must not divert any 
aid that’s given.”q 


Palestinians mourn their relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip, in the hospital 
in Khan Younis, Sunday, Dec. 3, 2023. 
(AP Photo/Fatima Shbair) 


France’s anti-terrorism prosecutor 
opened an investigation into the killing 
of a tourist in Paris 


By Elaine Ganley and Syl- 
vie Crobet 
Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — France's anti- 
terrorism prosecutor said 
Sunday he has opened an 
investigation into the fatal 
stabbing of a 23-year-old 
German-Filipino tourist near 
the Eiffel Tower in Paris, al- 
legedly by a man who had 
been under surveillance for 
suspected Islamic radical- 
ization. 
Jean-Francois Ricard said 
in a news conference that 


suspect 
Armand 
Rajab- 
pour-Miyandoab 
could 
face a preliminary charge 
of murder in connection 
with a terrorist enterprise. 
He said Rajabpour-Miyan- 
doab is a French national 
who is being held in police 
custody. 
Rajabpour-Miyandoab re- 
corded a video before the 
attack in which he swore 
allegiance to the Islamic 
State group and expressed 
support for Islamic extrem- 
ists operating in various 


areas, including in Africa, 
Iraq, Syria, Egypt's Sinai, Ye- 
men, Iran and Pakistan, Ri- 
card said. 
The video, in Arabic, was 
published on Rajabpour- 
Miyandoa's account on X, 
formerly Twitter, where his 
recent posts included refer- 
ences to the Israel-Hamas 
war, the prosecutor said. 
It wasn’t immediately clear 
if 
Rajabpour-Miyandoab 
had legal representation. 
A message left Sunday 
with the prosecutor’s office 


seeking to locate him for 
comment was not immedi- 
ately returned. 
Ricard said Rajabpour-Mi- 


yandoab was born in 1997 
in Neuilly-Sur-Seine, outside 
Paris, in a family with no reli- 
gious affiliation. q 


French gendarmes patrol the Trocadero plaza near the Eiffel 
Tower after a man targeted passersbys late saturday, killing 
a German tourist with a knife and injuring two others in Paris, 
Sunday, Dec. 3, 2023. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena) 
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Strong earthquake that sparked a tsunami warning leaves 1 dead 
amid widespread panic in Philippines 


By Jim Gomez 
Associated Press 
MANILA, Philippines (AP) — 
A powerful earthquake that 
shook the southern Philip- 
pines killed at least one vil- 
lager and injured several 
others as thousands scram- 
bled out of their homes in 
panic and jammed roads 
to higher grounds after a 
tsunami warning was is- 
sued, officials said Sunday. 
The U.S. Geological Survey 
reported that the quake 
Saturday night had a mag- 
nitude of 7.6 and struck at 
a depth of 32 kilometers (20 
miles). The Pacific Tsunami 
Warning Center said it ex- 
pected tsunami waves to 
hit the southern Philippines 
and parts of Indonesia, Pa- 
lau and Malaysia, but later 
dropped its tsunami warn- 
ing. The USGS recorded fur- 
ther earthquakes Sunday 
with magnitudes of 6.6 and 
6.9 but but there were no 
tsunami alerts. 
In Japan, authorities issued 
evacuation orders late Sat- 
urday in various parts of Oki- 


nawa prefecture, including 
for the entire coastal area, 
affecting 
thousands 
of 
people. 
A pregnant woman died 
after she, her husband 
and daughter were hit by 
a 15-feet (4.5-meter) con- 


crete wall that collapsed in 
their neighborhood as the 
ground shook and prompt- 
ed them to flee from their 
house in Tagum city in 
Davao del Norte province, 
the city’s disaster-mitiga- 
tion chief, Shieldon Isidoro, 


told The Associated Press. 
Her husband and daugh- 
ter were injured. Two other 
children and their parents 
jumped from a second- 
floor window in panic as 
their house swayed but 
were not injured after land- 


ing on a grassy lot, said 
Isidoro, who was at his 
home when the ground 
started to shake. 
"Initially the swaying was 
weak. 
Then it quickly became 
stronger and I could hardly 
stand. My perfume bottles 
fell off a table, pictures 
on my wall swung and I 
heard people screaming 
outside: 'Get out, get out, 
earthquake, earthquake!”’ 
Isidoro said. 
While he feared the roof 
of his house would col- 
lapse on him, Isidoro said 
he was more worried that 
there could be many ca- 
sualties in Tagum, a city 
of about 300,000 people, 
where he had led regular 
earthquake drills that he 
thought helped prevent 
more deaths and injuries. 
Hundreds of patients were 
evacuated from a Tagum 
hospital but later were es- 
corted back after an in- 
spection showed no major 
damage to the building, 
officials said.q 


Patients at Manuel J. Santos Hospital in Butuan City, southern Philippines, are evacuated after an 
earthquake, Saturday evening, Dec. 2, 2023. 
(AP Photo/Ivy Marie Mangadlao) 


Venezuelans vote in a referendum to claim sovereignty of a large 
territory under dispute with Guyana 


By Regina Garcia Cano 
and Jorge rueda 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 
— Venezuelans are voting 
in a referendum Sunday 
called by the government 
of President Nicolás Madu- 
ro to claim sovereignty over 
a large swath of neighbor- 


ing Guyana, arguing the 
oil- and mineral-rich territo- 
ry was stolen when the bor- 
der was drawn more than 
a century ago. 
Guyana considers the ref- 
erendum a step toward an- 
nexation, and the vote has 
its residents on edge. It asks 
Venezuelans whether they 


support establishing a state 
in the disputed territory, 
known as Essequibo, grant- 
ing citizenship to current 
and future area residents 
and rejecting the jurisdic- 
tion of the United Nations' 
top court in settling the dis- 
agreement between the 
two South American coun- 
tries. 
“We are solving through 
constitutional, 
peaceful 
and democratic means an 
imperial dispossession of 
150 years,” President Nico- 
lás Maduro said after vot- 
ing in a military complex in 
Caracas, the capital. He 
and other government of- 
ficials have not explained 
the exact steps they will 
take to enforce the refer- 
endum's results. 
The International Court of 
Justice on Friday ordered 
Venezuela not to take any 
action that would alter 
Guyana’s control over Es- 
sequibo, but the judges did 


not specifically ban officials 
from carrying out Sunday's 
five-question referendum. 
Guyana had asked the 
court to order Venezuela to 
halt parts of the vote. 
Although the practical and 
legal implications of the ref- 
erendum remain unclear, 
in comments explaining Fri- 
day's verdict, international 
court president Joan E. 
Donoghue said statements 
from Venezuela's govern- 
ment suggest it “is taking 
steps with a view toward 
acquiring control over and 
administering the territory in 
dispute.” 
“Furthermore, Venezuelan 
military officials announced 
that Venezuela is taking 
concrete measures to build 
an airstrip to serve as a ‘lo- 
gistical support point for 
the integral development 
of the Essequibo,’” she said. 
The 
61,600-square-mile 
(159,500-square-kilometer) 
territory accounts for two- 


thirds of Guyana and also 
borders Brazil, whose De- 
fense Ministry earlier this 
week in a statement said it 
has “intensified its defense 
actions" and boosted its 
military presence in the re- 
gion as a result of the dis- 
pute. 
Essequibo is larger than 
Greece and rich in miner- 
als. 
It also gives access to an 
area of the Atlantic where 
energy 
giant 
ExxonMo- 
bil discovered oil in com- 
mercial quantities in 2015, 
drawing the attention of 
Maduro's government. 
Venezuela's 
government 
promoted the referendum 
for weeks, framing partici- 
pation as an act of patrio- 
tism, and often conflating it 
with a show of support for 
Maduro. His government 
held a mock referendum 
last month, but it did not re- 
lease participation figures 
or results.q 


President Nicolas Maduro votes in a referendum regarding 
Venezuela’s claim to the Essequibo, a region administered and 
controlled by Guyana in Caracas, Venezuela, Sunday, Dec. 3, 
2023. 
(AP Photo/Matias Delacroix) 
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Casa del Mar Beach Resort Aruba Announces Exclusive Offer: 
Multiple Consecutive Weeks of Ownership at a 20% Discount! 


Oranjestad, Aruba – Casa del Mar, 
the premier name in vacation 
ownership, is thrilled to announce 
an offer that will redefine the way 
you experience vacations. Now, 
you can secure multiple con- 
secutive weeks of ownership in 
the same suite at Casa del Mar 
with an exclusive 20% discount! 
This extraordinary opportunity al- 
lows you to indulge in extended, 
unforgettable getaways while en- 
joying all the benefits of ownership 
at Casa del Mar without having to 
change rooms during your stay! 


Casa del Mar is renowned for its 
commitment to providing “home 
away from home” vacation expe- 
riences, and this latest offer is no 
exception. Here are just a few of 
the exceptional benefits you'll en- 
joy when you become an owner 
at Casa del Mar: 
1. Discounts on Multiple Weeks 
Bundle: With this new offer, 
Casa del Mar extends its com- 
mitment to delivering value 
to its new owners. By securing 
multiple consecutive weeks, 
you'll not only enjoy the con- 
venience of extended stays 
without the hassle of changing 


rooms, but also benefit from 
an exclusive 20% discount on 
the listing prices, making your 
dream vacations more afford- 
able than ever. 
2. Versatile 
Accommodations: 
Choose from our exquisite 
renovated One-Bedroom Am- 
bassador suites, perfect for 
accommodating up to four 
guests, or our spacious Two- 
Bedroom Presidential suites 
that comfortably host up to 
six people. Our suites are de- 
signed to provide the utmost 
comfort and luxury, ensuring 
that your stay is nothing short 
of extraordinary. 
3. Perpetual Ownership: Casa 
del Mar offers you the unique 
opportunity to secure your va- 
cation year after year through 
perpetual 
ownership. 
With 
Casa del Mar, you have a 
cherished destination to return 
to, creating a lifetime of cher- 
ished memories, which can be 
passed onto future genera- 
tions. 
4. Global Exchange Value: As a 
Casa del Mar owner, your suite 
and ownership grants access 
to a worldwide network of lux- 


ury vacation destinations. En- 
joy the flexibility of exchang- 
ing your weeks for incredible 
experiences at other resorts 
around the world, opening 
doors to new adventures and 
cultures. 
"This exclusive offer reflects Casa 
del Mar's commitment to provid- 
ing new owners with the ultimate 
vacation experience," said Starr 
Ramos, Marketing, Communica- 
tions, Activities & Members Rela- 
tions Manager at Casa del Mar. 
"We understand that potential 
new owners value both flexibility 
and affordability, which is why we 
are thrilled to offer multiple con- 
secutive weeks of ownership with 
a substantial 20% discount. It's our 
way of saying thank you for choos- 
ing Casa del Mar." 
Don't miss out on this exceptional 
opportunity to own your vacation 


paradise. Casa del Mar invites you 
to discover the world of vacation 
ownership with unparalleled ben- 
efits. 


For more information about Casa 
del Mar and this exclusive owner- 
ship opportunity, please visit www. 
casadelmararuba.com/inventory 
or contact our dedicated team 
at sales@casadelmararuba.com 
and request our buyers guide - or 
just give us a call at 297-582-7000 
Ext. 614. 
About Casa del Mar: Casa del 
Mar is a premier luxury vacation 
ownership provider dedicated to 
delivering exceptional vacation 
experiences. With a commitment 
to quality, convenience, and val- 
ue, Casa del Mar has become a 
trusted name in the industry, of- 
fering a lifetime of unforgettable 
vacations.q 
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Rhythms Circus Company Aruba: putting Aruba’s name on the 
world stage 


Rhythms Circus Company Aruba is a talented 
group of young people working daily to pres- 
ent their art in the form of acrobatics, danc- 
ing, acting and singing. After an impactful 
participation in one of America’s biggest tal- 
ent shows, they are now bringing their amaz- 
ing talent to Aruba! 


In a show full of light, music, and with perfor- 
mances to famous musical figures like Elvis 
Presley, Michael Jackson and Tina Turner, the 
group consisting of 15 people from various 
countries delights the audience with their ar- 
tistic prowess at the Paseo Herencia Mall, ev- 
ery Wednesday and Friday starting at 7pm. 
Each day has a different show, so you can 
attend both nights for the complete experi- 
ence! 


RCCA also offers the possibility for you and 
your family to enjoy dinner before the show! 
Starting from 6pm, you and your family can 
delight from the wide-ranged menu that in- 


cludes a variation of delicious main course 
meals like Red Snapper Filet, Spicy Seasoned 
King Fish with Shrimp or Filet Mignon with 2 
sides that’s complete with a delectable flan 
dessert as a sweet treat. Enjoy your dinner 
and even more at a VIP table complete with 
comfort seating! 


The group, under the leadership of directors 
and creators Diego Jaramillo and Yamila 
Hernandez are opening the doors to the ball- 
room to our local audience as well as our visi- 
tors so that everyone can have the privilege 
of experiencing this wonderful show. 


Hernandez explained that the idea for this 
project started in 2010 when she came to 
work in Aruba. After being on the island for a 
while she decided to stay and live here, and 
she met Diego Jaramillo, who is currently her 
partner. Together they came with the idea 
to establish a company together with other 
professional artists, with the goal of living from 
their art. 


Hernandez says that the work is hard – all of 
the performers are professional artists, and 
while the production of the show is not a 
challenge for them, selling the idea proved 
difficult since at the time, there weren’t any 
shows of its kind on the island. 


America’s Got Talent 
Currently they are offering a show with mu- 
sic, choreography and at the end, they have 
a shocking acrobatics ending, one that was 
seen my thousands of people around the 
world when the group travelled to Los An- 
geles in the United States to represent Aru- 
ba in America’s Got Talent. Hernandez said 
that the show was very important for them 
to meet the public present because people 
could experience this performance live and 
right before their eyes. 


Their presentation in America’s Got Talent 
“was incredible” and they were able to meet 
the jury and many other artists staying there 
for three months. But the exhaustion and 
physical toll was so great that Diego suffered 
an accident, and because of this, they had 


to cancel all future commitments. 


Reservations and tickets 
To make a reservation to see this incredible 
display of creativity and acrobatics, scan the 
QR code which will take you directly to their 
website for a booking. To find more informa- 
tion about RCCA, please visit their Instagram 
page @rccaruba.q 
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Aruba to me 


ORANJESTAD — You are 
back and we would like to 
portrait you! By inviting you 
to send us your favorite va- 
cation picture while enjoy- 
ing our Happy Island. 


Complete the sentence: 
Aruba to me is ……. Send 
your picture with that text 
(including your name and 
where you are from) to: 
news@arubatoday.com 
and we will publish your 
vacation 
memory. 
Isn’t 
that a special way to keep 
your best moments alive? 
Please do note: By submit- 
ting photos, text or any oth- 
er materials, you give per- 
mission to The Aruba Today 


Newspaper, 
Caribbean 
Speed Printers and any of 
its affiliated companies to 
use said materials, as well 
as names, likeness, etc. for 
promotional purposes with- 
out compensation. 


Last but not least: check 
out our website, Instagram 
and 
Facebook 
page! 
Thank you for supporting 
our free newspaper, we 
strive to make you a happy 
reader every day again. 
For today we received a 
lovely message from Thom- 
as and Pattilee Kazanji. 


They wrote to us saying: 
“About five years ago Aru- 


baToday had posted an 
article that we have been 
here well over 100 times. 
This is our 152nd time com- 
ing to Aruba. There were 
more goats at the time than 
people. We are only in our 
60s, but my wife has pretty 
much grown up here com- 
ing down with her family for 
five or six weeks and stay- 
ing in one of the many ho- 
tels at the time. I have been 
coming here with my wife 
for the past 25+ years same 
as our marriage for Thanks- 
giving for 2+ weeks. We are 
at the RIU again this year. 
We know a lot of all the 
staff here since they were 
little and now managers of 


hotels, bartenders,etc. We 
travel all over, but Aruba 
to us is just the best. The 
weather is always beauti- 
ful, there’s always that nice 
breeze and amazing food. 
Thank you to Aruba and 
thank you to Aruba Today 


for always putting a smile 
on our faces and getting 
the news of the island !” 


Thank you for sending us this 
wonderful message sharing 
what Aruba means to you 
with us and our readers!q 


Aruba’s most family-friendly beaches 


(Oranjestad)—One of the biggest concerns 
that parents have when travelling with their 
children is a guarantee of their safety and 
healthy enjoyment. Therefore, we thought 
it would be a great help to travelling 
parents to list off some the most family- 
friendly beaches around the island. 


Baby Beach in San Nicolas 
Baby Beach is one Aruba’s most popular 
and visited beaches, and for good reason: 
This sandy and quiet lagoon is a great place 
for parents to sit back and relax while their 
children play in the shallow shores of the 
beach. Beside the relaxing atmosphere, 
there are also several services that may 
accommodate your stay, like a parking 
lot, sun tent rentals, chairs, bathrooms 
and a snack bar right at the far left of the 
beach. 


Mangel Halto in Pos Chiquito 
Mangel Halto is situated in the back streets 
of the Pos Chiquito city. Though there are 
several stairs on the sides of the beach 
cliff leading you down, the best spot for 
families to hang out is across the bridge, 
passed the mangrove trees near the 
entrance sign. Here, there are small and 
big palapas, perfect for big and small 
families to set up their belongings. In this 
area, the shore is also shallow, falling right 
around your knee before slowly getting 
deeper: perfect for kids to safely play. 


Eagle Beach/Palm Beach in the hotel 
area 
Yet another highly popular beach site, 
Eagle Beach and Palm Beach is where 
most of our visitors go to tan, swim or play 


in the white sand. Because they are near the low-rise 
and high-rise hotel areas, these beaches are the most 
accessible for visitors on foot. These beaches also offer 
many palapas free to use, but you can also rent chairs 
and tents. Much like Baby Beach, these sites are one of 
the best beaches for your children to play and build sand 
castles. 


Boca Catalina in Malmok 
Boca Catalina is a small bay beach near the Malmok 
beach area further down the hotel areas. Though it 
may not be a very sandy beach, it is relatively quiet and 
tranquil. This is a great place for family to lay down a big 
blanket and have a little picnic. This is also one of the best 
places to snorkel, as this area is filled with little fish and 
corals, even close to the shore. 


Palm Island 
Ok, this one is technically not a beach, but a must- 
visit attraction for family fun. This small water park oasis 
is located further down the Mangel Halto Beach and 
is reachable by boat. This water park offers 6 hours of 
fun activities, food, drinks, and a chance to see pink 
flamingoes up close!q 
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Food culture in Aruba 


(Oranjestad) - Like many 
other cultures, an impor- 
tant aspect of the Aruban 
cultural identity is our con- 
nection to food and food 
traditions. The local food 
traditions consist of a melt- 
ing pot of different cultural 
and religious eating habits 
and dishes. 


Breakfast, lunch and dinner 


The routine of breakfast, 
lunch and dinner on the 
island is one that does not 
completely follow a Euro- 
pean or American routine, 
despite the major influ- 
ences from these parts of 
the world on our culture 
and way of living. When it 
comes to the three impor- 
tant meals of the day, most 
of the Aruban population 


follows a Latin-American in- 
fluenced routine. 


Breakfast 
Breakfast in Aruba is quite 
simple: a cup of coffee 
or tea, some bread, and 
sometimes an egg. Some- 
times, due to the need of 
a quick “to-go” breakfast, 
you may also find many 
snack trucks and cafes that 
sell sandwiches, pastechis 
(meat pie), arepas and 
empanadas early in the 
morning. 


Main Meal 
The main meal is typically 
eaten in most households 
around noon or in the af- 
ternoon. This can consist 
of meat, fish, and chick- 
en—stewed or fried—with 
funchi (polenta) or rice 
with stewed vegetables. 
Often, fried or boiled plan- 
tain or pan bati (Aruban 
pancake) 
is 
included. 
Stews are a staple in Aru- 
ban cuisine and can are 
largely influenced by Latin- 
American and Latin/Afro- 
Caribbean Stews. Some of 
the more unique stews and 
soups from the ABC Islands* 
include sopi di bonchi cora 
(red kidney bean soup with 
pig tail), sopi mondongo 
(tripe soup), carni stoba 
(beef stew), comcomber 
stoba (West Indian gherkin 
stew) and much more. 


Dinner Time 
Dinner time can vary signifi- 
cantly from household to 
household. Unlike the U.S. 
or in Europe, dinner time 
typically does not consist 
of a whole (warm) meal. In- 
stead, the evening “meal” 
can typically consist of 
something lighter, like a 
sandwich, though it is not 
uncommon to see leftovers 
from the main meal reheat- 
ed and eaten again. Tea 
and coffee are often also 
served with the evening 
snack. 


(Religious) Holidays 
Christmas is probably the 
biggest global holiday, and 
every culture has its own 
spin on what their Christmas 
cuisine entails. In Aruba, our 
Christmas cuisine is again 
largely based on Latin- 
American influences, most 
notably form Venezuela. 
Ayacas and the famous 
pan di ham* are two cru- 
cial holiday dishes, along 
with stuffed turkey, roasted 
glazed ham topped with 
pineapples, arroz con pollo 
(rice and chicken) and po- 
tato salad, among other 
items. Traditional drinks in- 
clude ponche crema (Aru- 
ban eggnog), chuculati 
pinda (hot chocolate with 
peanut butter), and home- 
made fruit punch. Desserts 
include, bolo di pistachio 
(pistachio cake), bolo di 
cashupete (cashew cake), 
quesillo (flan), bolo preto 
(dark fruit cake), drigidek 
(gingerbread), pan boyo 
(bread cake) and more. 


Snacks and tasty delights 
Besides meals and dishes 
that are eaten on the din- 
ner table, Aruba also has a 
food tradition that includes 
snacks and other tasty de- 
lights that you may eas- 
ily find around the island. 
These include, Saco*, bas- 
ket, pastechi, kroket, dedi- 
tos, Johnny cake and more. 
These snacks are usually 
sold at local snack trucks 
and cafes, often located 
on the side of the road. In 
the area of Tanki Leendert 
and Tanki flip, for example, 


there are many of these 
trucks parked on the side 
of the road and often open 
until late at night—offering 
tasty and filling snacks post 
night-life fun. 


*ABC Islands: Aruba, Bo- 
naire and Curacao 
*Pan di ham: Derived from 
the Venezuelan Pan de 
Jamon (rolled up bread 
with ham, raisins and olives) 
*Saco: Saco literally means 
“bag”. Saco contains fried 
potatoes, plantains, chick- 
en (and ribs) and a Johnny 
cake, served in a paper 
bag. q 


Source: Voeding, voedings- 
gewoonten en gerechten op 
Aruba (Nutrition, Food Tradi- 
tions and Dishes on Aruba) by 
Biblioteca Nacional Aruba 
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Pentagon forges new high-tech 
agreement with Australia, United 
Kingdom, aimed at countering China 


By Lolita C. Baldor 
Associated Press 
MOUNTAIN VIEW, California 
(AP) — From underwater 
drones to electronic war- 
fare, the U.S. is expanding 
its high-tech military coop- 
eration with Australia and 
the United Kingdom as part 
of a broader effort to coun- 
ter China’s rapidly growing 
influence in the Indo-Pacif- 
ic. 
Defense Secretary Lloyd 
Austin met with defense 
chiefs from Australia and 
the United Kingdom at the 
U.S. military’s defense tech- 
nology hub in Silicon Valley 
on Friday to forge a new 
agreement 
to 
increase 
technology 
coopera- 
tion and information shar- 
ing. The goal, according 
to a joint statement, is to 
be able to better address 
global security challenges, 
ensure each can defend 
against 
rapidly 
evolving 
threats and to “contribute 
to stability and prosperity in 
the Indo-Pacific region and 
beyond.” 
Austin met with Australian 
Defense Minister Richard 
Marles and Grant Shapps, 
the British secretary of state 
for defense, at the Defense 
Innovation Unit headquar- 
ters. 
Speaking at a news con- 
ference after the meeting, 
Austin said the effort will, 
for example, rapidly ac- 
celerate the sophistication 
of the drone systems, and 
prove that “we are stron- 
ger together.” 
The new technology agree- 
ment is the next step in a 
widening military coopera- 
tion with Australia that was 
first announced in 2021. 
The three nations have laid 
out plans for the so-called 
AUKUS partnership to help 


equip Australia with a fleet 
of eight nuclear-powered 
submarines. AUKUS is an 
acronym for Australia, the 
United Kingdom and the 
United States. 
Under the deal, Australia 
will buy three Virginia-class 
submarines from the United 
States and build five of a 
new AUKUS-class subma- 
rine in cooperation with 
Britain. 
The subs, powered by U.S. 
nuclear technology, would 
not carry nuclear weapons 
and would be built in Ade- 
laide, Australia, with the first 
one finished around 2040. 
Marles said there has been 
an enormous amount of 
progress in the submarine 
program. 
He added that as an is- 
land nation, Australia has 
a need for improved mari- 
time drones and precision 
strike capabilities. 
And Shapps said that with 
China “undermining the 
freedom of navigation in 
the 
Indo-Pacific, 
we’ve 
never had a greater need 
for more innovation.” He 
said open navigation of 


the seas, including in the 
Pacific and the South Chi- 
na Sea, is critical. 
According 
to 
officials, 
Australian 
Navy 
officers 
have already started to 
go through nuclear pow- 
er training at U.S. military 
schools. 
Earlier this year the U.S. 
announced it would ex- 
pand its military industrial 
base by helping Australia 
manufacture guided mis- 
siles and rockets for both 
countries within two years. 
Under 
that 
agreement, 
they would cooperate on 
Australia’s production of 
Guided Multiple Launch 
Rocket Systems by 2025. 
The enhanced coopera- 
tion between the nations 
has been driven by grow- 
ing concerns about Chi- 
na’s burgeoning defense 
spending and rapidly ex- 
panding military presence 
in the region. Last year Bei- 
jing signed a security pact 
with Solomon Islands and 
raised the prospect of a 
Chinese naval base being 
established there. 
The U.S. has increased its 
troop presence, military ex- 
ercises and other activities 
in the region. U.S. relations 
with China have been 
strained in recent years, 
over trade, U.S. support for 
self-governing Taiwan, Bei- 
jing’s military buildup on a 
series of manmade islands, 
and a number of ag- 
gressive aircraft and ship 
encounters.q 


Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin takes a closer look at the device 
used to control a swarm of drones that lifted off from a parking 
area at the Defense Innovation Unit in Mountain View, Calif, on 
Friday, Dec. 1, 2023. 
(AP Photo/Lolita Baldor) 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Eagle: Tel. 587 9011 
Centro Medico: Tel. 584 5794 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 
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US targets oil and natural gas industry's role in global 
warming with new rule on methane emissions 


By Matthew Daly 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Biden 
administration 
on 
Saturday issued a final rule 
aimed at reducing meth- 
ane emissions, targeting 
the U.S. oil and natural gas 
industry for its role in global 
warming as President Joe 
Biden seeks to advance his 
climate legacy. 
The Environmental Protec- 
tion Agency said the rule 
will sharply reduce meth- 
ane and other harmful air 
pollutants generated by 
the oil and gas industry, 
promote use of cutting- 
edge methane detection 
technologies and deliver 
significant public health 
benefits in the form of re- 
duced hospital visits, lost 
school days and even 
deaths. Air pollution from 
oil and gas operations can 
cause cancer, harm the 
nervous 
and 
respiratory 
systems and contribute to 
birth defects. 
EPA Administrator Michael 
Regan and White House 
climate adviser Ali Zaidi 
announced the final rule 
at the U.N. climate confer- 
ence in the United Arab 
Emirates. Separately, the 
president of the climate 
summit announced Satur- 
day that 50 oil companies 
representing nearly half of 
global production have 
pledged to reach near-ze- 
ro methane emissions and 
end routine flaring in their 
operations by 2030. 
Vice 
President 
Kamala 
Harris, the top American 
representative at the sum- 
mit, said the U.S. and other 
nations must act boldly to 
confront the fallout from 
climate change. 
“The urgency of this mo- 
ment is clear,” Harris said. 
“The clock is no longer just 
ticking. It is banging. And 
we must make up for lost 
time.” 
The U.S. rule on meth- 
ane emissions is part of a 
broader effort by the Biden 
administration 
that 
in- 
cludes financial incentives 
to buy electric vehicles 
and upgrade infrastructure 
— spending that Harris said 
will total roughly $1 trillion 
over 10 years. 


Oil and gas operations are 
the largest industrial source 
of 
methane, 
the 
main 
component in natural gas 
and far more potent than 
carbon dioxide in the short 
term. It is responsible for 
about one-third of planet- 
warming greenhouse gas 
emissions. Sharp cuts in 
methane emissions are a 
global priority to slow the 
rate of climate change 
and are a major topic at 
the conference, known as 
COP28. 
Presidents, prime ministers 
and royals from nations 
rich and poor have vowed 
to reduce how much their 
countries spew heat-trap- 
ping gases and asked their 
colleagues to do better. 
“On Day One, President 
Biden restored America’s 
critical role as the global 
leader in confronting cli- 


mate 
change,'' 
Regan 
said, referring to Biden's 
actions returning the U.S. 
to the Paris climate agree- 
ment and ordering an im- 
mediate review of environ- 
mental regulations rolled 
back by the previous ad- 
ministration. 
The methane rule finalizes 
a proposal Biden made at 
a UN climate conference 
in Scotland in 2021 and 
expanded a year later at 
a climate conference in 
Egypt. It targets emissions 
from existing oil and gas 
wells 
nationwide, 
rather 
than focusing only on new 
wells, as previous EPA regu- 
lations have done. It also 
regulates smaller wells that 
will be required to find and 
plug methane leaks. Such 
wells currently are subject 
to an initial inspection but 
are rarely checked again 


for leaks. 
The plan also will phase in 
a requirement for energy 
companies to eliminate 
routine flaring, or burning 
of natural gas that is pro- 
duced by new oil wells. 
The new methane rule will 
help ensure that the United 
States meets a goal set by 
more than 100 nations to 
cut methane emissions by 
30% by 2030 from 2020 lev- 
els, Regan said. 
The EPA rule is just one of 
more than 100 actions the 
Biden administration has 
taken to reduce methane 
emissions, Zaidi added. 
“From mobilizing billions 
in investment to plug or- 
phaned wells, patch leaky 
pipes and reclaim aban- 
doned mines, to setting 
strong standards that will 
cut pollution from the oil 
and gas sector, the Biden- 
Harris Administration is put- 
ting the full throw-weight 
of the federal government 
into slashing harmful meth- 
ane pollution,'' he said.q 


Michael Regan, administrator of the U.S. Environmental Pro- 
tection Agency, speaks at the U.S. Center at the COP28 U.N. 
Climate Summit, Saturday, Dec. 2, 2023, in Dubai, United Arab 
Emirates. 
(AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel) 
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Barbie doll honoring Cherokee Nation leader is met with mixed emotions 


By Sean Murphy 
Associated Press 
OKLAHOMA 
CITY 
(AP) 
— An iconic chief of the 
Cherokee Nation, Wilma 
Mankiller, inspired countless 
Native American children 
as a powerful but humble 
leader 
who 
expanded 
early education and rural 
healthcare. 
Her reach is now broaden- 
ing with a quintessential 
American honor: a Barbie 
doll in the late Mankiller's 
likeness as part of toymaker 
Mattel's “Inspiring Women” 
series. 
A public ceremony honor- 
ing Mankiller’s legacy is set 
for Tuesday in Tahlequah 
in 
northeast 
Oklahoma, 
where the Cherokee Na- 
tion is headquartered. 
Mankiller was the nation's 
first female principal chief, 
leading the tribe for a de- 
cade until 1995. She fo- 
cused on improving social 
conditions through consen- 
sus and on restoring pride 
in Native heritage. She met 
with three U.S. presidents 
and received the Presi- 
dential Medal of Freedom, 
the nation’s highest civilian 
award. 
She also met snide remarks 
about her surname — a 
military title — with humor, 
often delivering a straight- 
faced response: “Mankiller 
is actually a well-earned 


nickname.” She died in 
2010. 
The tribe’s current lead- 
er, Principal Chief Chuck 
Hoskin, Jr., applauded Mat- 
tel 
for 
commemorating 
Mankiller. 
“When Native girls see it, 
they can achieve it, and 
Wilma Mankiller has shown 
countless young women 
to be fearless and speak 
up for Indigenous and hu- 
man rights,” Hoskin said 
in a statement. “Wilma 
Mankiller is a champion for 
the Cherokee Nation, for 
Indian Country, and even 
my own daughter.” 
Mankiller, whose likeness is 
on a U.S. quarter issued in 
2021, is the second Native 
American woman honored 
with a Barbie doll. Famed 
aviator Bessie Coleman, 
who was of Black and 
Cherokee ancestry, was 
depicted earlier this year. 
Other dolls in the series in- 
clude Maya Angelou, Ida 
B. Wells, Jane Goodall and 
Madam C.J. Walker. 
The rollout of the Barbie doll 
featuring Mankiller wearing 
a ribbon skirt, black shoes 
and carrying a woven bas- 
ket has been met with con- 
flicting reactions. 
Many say the doll is a fitting 
tribute for a remarkable 
leader who faced conflict 
head-on and helped the 
tribe triple its enrollment, 


double its employment and 
build new health centers 
and children's programs. 
Still, some Cherokee wom- 
en are critical, saying Mat- 
tel overlooked problematic 
details on the doll and the 
packaging. 
Regina Thompson, a Cher- 
okee basket weaver who 
grew up near Tahlequah, 
doesn't think the doll looks 
like Mankiller. Mattel should 
have considered tradition- 
al pucker toe moccasins, 
instead of black shoes, and 


included symbols on the 
basket that Cherokees use 
to tell a story, she said. 
“Wilma’s name is the 
only thing Cherokee on 
that box,” Thompson said. 
“Nothing about that doll is 
Wilma, nothing.” 
The Cherokee language 
symbols on the packaging 
also are wrong, she noted. 
Two symbols look similar, 
and the one used trans- 
lates to “Chicken,” rather 
than “Cherokee.” 
Mattel spokesperson Devin 


Tucker said the company is 
aware of the problem with 
the syllabary and is “dis- 
cussing options.” The com- 
pany worked with Mankill- 
er's estate, which is led by 
her husband, Charlie Soap, 
and her friend, Kristina Kie- 
hl, on the creation of the 
doll. Soap and Kiehl did not 
respond to messages left 
by the AP. 
“Regrettably, the Mattel 
company did not work di- 
rectly with the tribal govern- 
ment's design and commu- 
nications team to secure 
the official Seal or verify 
it,” the tribe said in a state- 
ment. "The printing mistake 
itself does not diminish what 
it means for the Cherokee 
people to see this tribute 
to Wilma and who she was 
and what she stood for.” 
Several 
Cherokees 
also 
criticized Mattel for not 
consulting with Mankiller's 
only surviving child, Felicia 
Olaya, who said she was 
unaware of the doll until 
about a week before its 
public launch. 
“I have no issues with the 
doll. I have no issues with 
honoring my mom in differ- 
ent ways,” said Olaya, who 
acknowledged she and 
Soap, her stepfather, are 
estranged. “The issue is that 
no one informed me, no 
one told me. I didn't know 
it was coming.”q 


This photo provided by Mattel shows a Barbie doll of Wilma 
Mankiller. 
(Mattel via AP) 


Kiss say farewell to live touring, 
become first US band to go virtual and 
become digital avatars 


By Maria Sherman 
Associated Press 
(AP) - On Saturday night, 
Kiss closed out the final per- 
formance of their “The End 
of the Road” farewell tour 
at New York City’s famed 
Madison Square Garden. 
But as dedicated fans sure- 


ly know — they were never 
going to call it quits. Not re- 
ally. 
During their encore, the 
band’s current lineup — 
founders Paul Stanley and 
Gene Simmons as well as 
guitarist Tommy Thayer and 
drummer Eric Singer — left 


the stage to reveal digital 
avatars of themselves. Af- 
ter the transformation, the 
virtual Kiss launched into 
a performance of “God 
Gave Rock and Roll to 
You.” 
The cutting-edge technol- 
ogy was used to tease a 
new chapter of the rock 
band: after 50 years of Kiss, 
the band is now interested 
in a kind of digital immortal- 
ity. 
The avatars were created 
by George Lucas’ special- 
effects company, Industrial 
Light & Magic, in partner- 
ship with Pophouse Enter- 
tainment Group, the latter 
of which was co-founded 


by ABBA’s Björn Ulvaeus. 
The two companies recent- 
ly teamed up for the “ABBA 
Voyage” show in London, 
in which fans could attend 
a full concert by the Swed- 
ish band — as performed 
by their digital avatars. 
Per Sundin, CEO of Pop- 
house Entertainment, says 
this new technology allows 
Kiss to continue their lega- 
cy for “eternity.” He says 
the band wasn’t on stage 
during virtual performance 
because “that’s the key 
thing,” of the future-seek- 
ing technology. “Kiss could 
have a concert in three cit- 
ies in the same night across 
three different continents. 


That’s what you could do 
with this.” 
Experimentation with this 
kind of technology has be- 
come increasingly com- 
mon in certain sections 
of the music industry. In 
October K-pop star Mark 
Tuan partnered with Soul 
Machines to create an 
autonomously automated 
“digital twin” called “Digi- 
tal Mark.” In doing so, Tuan 
became the first celebrity 
to attach their likeness to 
OpenAI’s GPT integration, 
artificial intelligence tech- 
nology that allows fans 
to engage in one-on-one 
conversations with Tuan’s 
avatar. q 


Gene Simmons, left, Tommy Thayer and Paul Stanley of KISS 
perform during the final night of the "Kiss Farewell Tour" on 
Saturday, Dec. 2, 2023, at Madison Square Garden in New York. 
(Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) 
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Rossi's two goals lead Wild over 
Blackhawks 4-1 


By Brian Hall 
Associated Press 
ST. PAUL, Minn. (AP) — 
Marco Rossi scored twice 
and Mats Zuccarello had 
a goal and two assists for 
the Minnesota Wild in a 4-1 
victory over the Chicago 
Blackhawks on Sunday. 
Matt Boldy also scored for 
Minnesota, which has won 
three in a row after firing 
coach Dean Evason and 
replacing him with John 
Hynes. 
The 
Wild 
had 
scored 
13 goals and lost seven 
straight games, leading to 
Evason’s dismissal. In the 
three games since, Minne- 
sota has outscored oppo- 
nents 13-3. 
Marc-Andre Fleury stopped 
27 shots for the Wild, who 
have won 10 in a row 
against Chicago. 
The Blackhawks lost their 
third game in a row overall, 
with Petr Mrazek making 
30 saves. Taylor Raddysh 
scored in the third period 
for Chicago, which has 
been outscored 13-2 dur- 
ing its losing streak. 
In No. 1 draft pick Connor 
Bedard’s first game in Min- 
nesota, it was the Wild’s 
standout rookie duo play- 
ing a big role on Sunday. 
Rossi, who has been el- 
evated to the top line with 
Zuccarello and Kirill Kapr- 
izov, scored just 2:11 into 
the game. 
Brock Faber’s shot from 


the point was deflected by 
Rossi for his seventh goal of 
the season. He added his 
eighth 10 minutes later on 
the power play after Fred- 
erick Gaudreau used a 
quick pass from the side to 
Rossi alone in front. 
Bedard was the NHL’s rook- 
ie of the month in Novem- 
ber with six goals and six 
assists in 12 games and is 
the Calder Trophy favorite. 


Rossi now is second among 
rookies with eight goals, 
trailing Bedard’s 11. 
Sunday marked Rossi’s first 
career 
multigoal 
game. 
Faber is first among rookies 
with a plus-7 rating. 
Zuccarello made it 3-0 be- 
fore the end of the first pe- 
riod, and Boldy added his 
third goal of the season 
on the power play in the 
second.q 


Minnesota Wild right wing Mats Zuccarello (36) celebrates with 
defenseman Alex Goligoski, left, and center Marco Rossi, right, 
after scoring during the first period of an NHL hockey game 
against the Chicago Blackhawks Sunday, Dec. 3, 2023, in St. 
Paul, Minn. 
(AP Photo/Abbie Parr) 
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Eagle Beach – When you think 
of a restaurant that pleases the 
needs of a whole family or a 
large group of people with all 
different tastes? Think Water’s 
Edge Restaurant. Located at 
the shore of Aruba’s most won- 
derful beach, The Eagle Beach 
Aruba. Water’s Edge Restau- 
rant is guaranteed to serve you 
a fantastic magical night to re- 
member. Whether you prefer to 
enjoy the view from indoors air 
conditioned comfort, outdoors in 
the soft tropical breeze or under 
a palapa with your toes in the 
sand. This spectacular restaurant 
offers the best ocean view sun- 
set or sky full of stars dinner while 
the crispy Caribbean night wind 
caresses your face and plays 
with your hair. 


From the minute you arrive there 
will be a great staff welcoming 
you with the most contagious 
smiles and warmth. The intense 
menu with a great variety of ap- 
petizers, main courses and deli- 
cious desserts will not disappoint. 
Seafood, Steaks and interna- 
tional favorites. All on one menu 
specially made just for you. 


Culinary Voyage 
Start your gastronomic jour- 
ney with a scrumptious ap- 
petizer such as the Maryland 
Crab Cakes, maybe the Crispy 


Calamari or the mouthwatering 
creamy Garlic Tarragon Shrimp. 
You can also opt for a classic 
French Onion Soup, a Lobster 
Bisque or the famously Water’s 
Edge House Wedge, a crisp 
wedge of fresh romaine lettuce 
topped with homemade blue 
cheese dressing, diced toma- 
toes, chopped bacon, caramel- 
ized pecans and blue cheese 
crumbles, drizzled with balsamic 
reduction. This followed by the 
Chef’s special of seafood such 
as Fresh salmon filet seasoned 
and grilled, topped with lemon 
cilantro butter and served with 
homemade mashed potatoes 
and fresh asparagus, a nice 
plate of Ahi Tuna or a succulent 
pasta dish like the Florentina Fet- 
tuccine Alfredo. Meat Lovers will 
have their fix with choices of a 
devourable 22oz. Bone-In “Tom- 
ahawk” Rib-Eye, pan seared in 
garlic infused oil and finished in 
the oven or our juicy N.Y Strip 
Loin, seasoned & grilled. All our 
steaks options are seasoned with 
a blend of kosher salt and freshly 
cracked black pepper. Served 
with homemade mashed pota- 
toes, seasoned vegetables and 
a choice of red wine reduction, 
green peppercorn demi glace, 
mushroom sauce, or bacon blue 
cheese butter. For extra sides the 
options are delectable. Fresh as- 
paragus, seasonal vegetables, 
mashed or baked potatoes, fries 
or rice and beans. Combine 
your personal choice with one of 
the most exclusive wine from the 
great selection of international 
wines to compliment your dish. 
Kids will enjoy every item of the 
specially compiled kids menu 
and there are also optional dish- 
es for all vegans, vegetarians 
and gluten-free guests. To end 
the culinary voyage with some 
luscious sweetness, the desserts 
are wild. From a piece of coco- 
nut flan, NY cheese cake, carrot 
cake, chocolate brownie or our 
classic Tiramisu with kahlua and 
amaretto served with choco- 


late sauce and coffee jelly. Not 
to mention the fresh and light 
piece of key lime pie. 


Creating memories 
If you are planning a birthday 
dinner, here you will receive a 
nice bottle of champagne to 
take home with you to extend 
your experience even further 
whether on the beach or your 
own private balcony. 


Live entertainment 
Just about every day of the 
week, there is a different live 
entertainment by the best local 
artists for you to enjoy. Whether 
you’re in a romantic mood, or 
more in a swinging mood, there 
is absolutely a night especially 
for you where you can combine 
great music with delicious cock- 
tails mixed with concoctions. In 
addition, Water’s Edge offers 
three daily Happy Hours from 
12pm-1pm, 4pm-6pm and again 
from 9pm-10pm with all premium 
brands specially priced. 


Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 
Whether you join us for breakfast, 
lunch or dinner, Water’s Edge 
Restaurant & Bar offers a relaxed 
and inspirational dining experi- 
ence overlooking the beautiful 
Eagle Beach with spectacular 
ocean views. Gather with friends 
and family for drinks and appe- 
tizers or a night of pampering 
and relaxation. 


Start this year’s vacation with this amazing experience in the heart 
of Costa Linda Beach Resort 
Water’s Edge Restaurant is a jewel many had the pleasure to find! 


Water’s Edge is open daily from 
8am – 11pm 


To reserve your table please 
call +297 583-8000 / ext 8106 or 
direct line +297 586-9494 


For more information about 
the menus, entertainment and 
hours, please visit the website 
watersedge-aruba.com 


“Water’s Edge Restaurant is 
where magnificent beach views, 
amazing food and excellent 
service come together.” 


Thank you to all our guests 
From the bottom of our hearts, 
we would like to Thank all of 
our guests who showed us 
so much love and support 
all throughout the year, and 
hopefully will continue to do so 
in the years to come. What we 
are most grateful for is that we 
could get back to doing what 
we love, which is looking after 
our guests. So, thank you for 
every dinner, lunch, breakfast, 
every to-go order, every glass 
of wine, every birthday, an- 
niversary and date-night that 
you spent with us this last year. 
To our new guests, Welcome! 
We hope you to see you back 
soon!q 


